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Editorially Speaking 


FEDERAL SERVICES—STRONG 
WEAK? 


MANY YEARS workers for the blind 
have emphasized that the best interest 
the blind person will served 
through specialized efforts both 
private and public agencies which are 
operating the fields education, 
public assistance and vocational re- 
habilitation. For almost many years, 
there have been those leaders the 
general field teaching, social work 
and rehabilitation who’ contend that 
the blind may best served when con- 
sidered part program designed 
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meet the needs all disabled 
needy persons. 

These professional controversies be- 
gin and end usually with only one point 
agreement—that the instruction 
rehabilitation blinded individuals 
requires specialized knowledge and 
some special equipment facility. The 
greatest divergence opinion usually 
can found the belief blind 
leaders that any effort merge the 
visually handicapped with sighted dis- 
abled persons would result the even- 
tual neglect the blind because the 
greater difficulty which the problems 
the minority group present; and the 
other hand the belief the general 
workers that specialized agencies serv- 
ing only the blind tend perpetuate 
the public notion that the blind must 
segregated. Workers for the blind 
have admit that separate agencies 
may aggravate the segregation idea, but 
still insist that this evil must toler- 
ated order insure concrete and ex- 
panding service blind persons. 

The great strides which have been 
made since 1943 the one field re- 
habilitation the blind may as- 
cribed the fact that government 
agencies both Federal and State level 
have activated special divisions and 
some instances separate departments 
cope with the needs blind citizens. 
These divisions departments have 
been the avenue through 
creasing numbers 
trained specialists work for the 
blind, aided special appropriations 
money, have begun show ap- 
preciable degree achievement the 
training and placement employable 
blind persons. are confident that 
any effort the part Federal 
State administrators abolish these 
special divisions would attract consid- 
erable opposition from those who are 
most familiar with the history and 
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present picture rehabilitation for the 
blind. Conversely, any expression which 
indicates philosophical agreement 
the part government leaders comes 
reassurance blind leaders. 

Workers for the blind generally wel- 
comed the appointment last year 
Miss Mary Switzer the director- 
ship the Federal Security Agency’s 
Office Vocational Rehabilitation. 
While Miss Switzer did not emerge 
from our specialized field, she known 
highly sincere, intelligent and 
well-trained leader the general field. 
The present discussion occasioned 
Miss Switzer’s remarks during panel 
discussion the Conference the 
N.R.A. last fall Los Angeles, subse- 
quent which she was invited 
clarify for her listeners and others her 
own views the question. This she did 
lieve that Miss Switzer has intention 
abolishing the separate services the 
blind that Federal agency over which 
she has administrative control. Further- 
more, this indicated the Organiza- 
tional Chart published the Office 
Vocational Rehabilitation Decem- 
ber 15, 1951, Showing that the program 
Services for the Blind maintained 
separate unit the O.V.R. 

still feel, however, that workers 
for the blind should remember that 
Miss Mary Switzer may not always 
the director the agency, and 
remind them that the existence the 
special unit not matter law. 
may still subject for impersonal 
discussion decide whether strong 
Federal branch should not more 
clearly fortified the years by. 
Meanwhile increasingly evident 
that there definite need for greater 
consultative service the fields ad- 
ministration, state legislation, training 
and placement from the Federal level, 
and whether agreement law, 


this increasing need must met with- 
out much more delay our rehabilita- 
tion programs for the blind are 
progress.—M. 


Jssue 


Koun writes with background 
rich experience and great accomplish- 
ments advancing the welfare those 
need specialized social services. 
therefore with authority that she speaks 
the present article, which was first pre- 
sented panel discussion the Amer- 
ican Public Welfare Association Conference 
Washington early the winter. 

Miss Kohn has spent all her professional 
life her native city Philadelphia and 
environs, many capacities: Superintend- 
ent Industrial Home for Girls; Head 
the Neighborhood Centre; Chairman 
The Settlement Association Philadel- 
phia; Philadelphia County Supervisor 
the Pension Fund for the Blind; Consult- 
ant the Visually Handicapped for the 
Philadelphia County Board Assistance. 
The last named position was assumed 
1937, and she has remained until the 
present. Miss Kohn member of, and 
active in, numerous other local welfare 
organizations, and the American Asso- 
ciation Social Workers. 

since birth, she wishes continue through- 
out the remainder her career the 
specialized field which she has made her 
major contribution during the past 
years—that the visually handicapped. 
the Membership Committee the AAWB. 
Mr. Walker located Washington, C., 
Legislative Analyst for the American 
Foundation for the Blind. 


Diva Assistant Librarian 


The American Foundation for the Blind. 


She also edits the Braille Book Review. 
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World-wide Work for the Blind 


Note: From time time 
the policy the Outlook devote space 
more than usual detail about specific 
types agency programs. Especially does 
the Outlook attempt portray specialized 
programs when the nature objective 
the program mind does not normally 
receive attention day-to-day conferences 
and publications our field. Workers for 
the blind general, are becoming more 
and more mindful the fact that their 
profession not limited local bound- 
aries, and new world consciousness be- 
coming increasingly apparent among us. 

Perhaps one the most dominant forces 
the acceleration modern service 
the blind throughout the world may 
found the function and the program 
the American Foundation for Overseas 
Blind. Affiliated with the American Founda- 
tion for the Blind, the Overseas Founda- 
tion maintains offices New York and 
Paris, and facilities permit probably will 
establish branch offices other parts the 
world. Workers for the blind general 
have expressed much interest what the 
American Foundation for Overseas Blind 
exists do. our opinion, the report 
activities the Board Directors the 
American Foundation for Overseas Blind 
for the calendar year just closed 
sense report all workers for the blind. 
present this issue just was pre- 
pared for the Board Directors without 
editing. 


Throughout 1951 the American 
Foundation for Overseas Blind has 
maintained its efforts improve the 
standard existing services for blind 
people all parts the world and 
cause such services established 
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countries where none were formerly 
operation. addition the direct 
field services have extended 
agencies for the blind abroad, have 
played important part number 
international developments the 
governmental and non-governmental 
level which will considerable and 
growing significance the welfare 
the blind people everywhere. 

the last report submitted you 
your President, informed you 
that the findings the 1949 Interna- 
tional Conference Workers for the 
Blind, jointly sponsored the Ameri- 
can Foundation for Overseas Blind and 
the National Institute for the Blind, 
had caused the United Nations be- 
come increasingly interested the 
problem world-wide scale. that 
time the Economic and Social Council 
had adopted resolution recommend- 
ing that special department estab- 
lished within the United Nations head- 
quarters prepare and direct coordi- 
nated program for the rehabilitation 
the physically handicapped, giving spe- 
cial attention the needs the blind. 
Since that time this resolution has been 
ratified the United Nations General 
Assembly and the Section for the Re- 
habilitation the Physically Handi- 
capped has come into being. Mr. Ernst 
Jorgensen, prominent blind leader 
workers for the blind Denmark, has 
been appointed the post Social 
Affairs Officer for the Blind and has 
already taken active steps towards the 
preparation international pro- 
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gram for the blind. Technical Work- 
ing Party for the Rehabilitation the 
Physically Handicapped has been set 
up, being composed senior members 
the Secretariats the United Na- 
tions and all its Specialized Agencies 
whose charters allow them accept re- 
sponsibility the several aspects 
work for the physically handicapped. 
The American Foundation for Overseas 
Blind has accepted invitation par- 
ticipate meetings the Working 
Party and several our recommenda- 
tions have already been adopted and 
are being implemented. the immed- 
iate future may anticipate United 
Nations action towards the formula- 
tion international definition 
blindness, the preparation inter- 
national bibliography professional 
literature, film strips and motion pic- 
tures, the grant study fellowships 
considerable number students from 
underdeveloped areas and the establish- 
ment pilot demonstration project 
for the blind the Middle East. This 
latter project, which will jointly 
financed and operated the United 
Nations, the Government Egypt and 
interested non-governmental agencies, 
should become operative during the 
first half 1952. planned that the 
center shall include model program 
for the care the preschool blind 
child, school for the blind, readjust- 
ment center for the newly blind, voca- 
tional training, vocational guidance 
and placement service, sheltered work- 
shops using modern industrialized meth- 
ods, recreational activities, 
printing plant, circulating library and 
possibly Talking Book recording stu- 
dio. The center will established 
Cairo, and all Middle East govern- 
ments are being invited utilize the 
project for observing action modern 
program for the blind attuned the 
economic and social conditions the 


whole area. The center will further- 
more act training school for poten- 
tial workers for the blind the whole 
Middle East area, while its directors 
will provide counsel and practical assis- 
tance all interested governments 
such matters the preparation reg- 
isters blind persons, the introduction 
special legislation, economic provi- 
sions and special services. 

One two governments other 
areas the world have already re- 
quested the establishment similar 
demonstration projects. The Technical 
Working Party and all associated with 
its planning will watch the develop- 
ment the Cairo project with the 
greatest interest, its success failure 
may determine future United Nations 
policy with respect the establishment 
similar projects elsewhere. 

have continued cooperate with 
UNESCO the preparation uni- 
form braille system that can applied 
all the world’s languages. Confer- 
ences have been held Beirut, Leb- 
anon, and Montevideo, Uruguay, 
which full agreement has been reached 
the preparation acceptable 
tems for the Perso-Arabic linguistic 
areas and for those countries using the 
Portuguese-Spanish languages. The Di- 
rector-General UNESCO has invited 
the American Foundation for Overseas 
Paris from December which 
will mark the culmination UNESCO 
efforts the braille field date pre- 
paring plan for the establishment 
World Braille Council deal with 
all outstanding questions braille uni- 
formity and ensure the universal im- 
plementation resolutions already 
adopted. 

the non-governmental field, this 
year has seen the creation the World 
Council for the Welfare the Blind. 
will remembered that the delegates 
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the International Conference 
Workers for the Blind were unanimous 
their opinion that permanent or- 
ganization should established for the 
exchange ideas and experiences 
our common field endeavor and for 
unified action both towards the world- 
wide acceptance the Oxford resolu- 
tions and the progressive improvement 
standards for the blind all coun- 
tries. Confident that such organiza- 
tion composed outstanding workers 
for the blind from many countries 
would assist achieve our objec- 
tives, the American Foundation for 
Overseas Blind agreed support the 
preparatory committee providing of- 
fice accommodation and clerical services 
and contributing generously toward 
the operating costs. Early this year the 
International Committee for the Wel- 
fare the Blind completed the pre- 
paratory stage its work and called the 
first General Assembly the World 
Council for the Welfare the Blind. 
this Assembly held the Com- 
mittee Room our Paris headquarters, 
the Constitution was adopted which 
has since received the recognition the 
French government. Nineteen countries 
are already associated with the Council, 
and invitations membership are now 
being issued competent agencies for 
the blind throughout the world. The 
General Assembly electing its first 
President considered that should 
select blind person whose ability, in- 
tegrity and international reputation 
had gained him universal esteem. The 
unanimous choice was Colonel Edwin 
Baker, M.C., O.B.E., Managing Di- 
rector the Canadian National Insti- 
tute for the Blind and greatly re- 
spected member our own Board 
Directors. Our Field Director, Mr. Eric 
Boulter, was invited serve Sec- 
retary-General, while our Executive Di- 
rector, Mr. Robert Barnett, was 
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elected the Council’s Executive Com- 
mittee and its Technical Commit- 
tee. furthermore anticipated that 
the near future our Counselor In- 
ternational Relations, Dr. Helen Keller, 
and our European Director, Mr. George 
Raverat, will invited become 
Honorary Members the Council. 
Similar action had been anticipated for 
Dr. Robert Irwin before notice 
his death had been received. 

Dr. Gabriel Farrell, who continues 
serve Director the American 
Foundation for Overseas Blind follow- 
ing his retirement from Perkins Insti- 
tution and Massachusetts School for the 
Blind, Chairman the World Coun- 
cil’s Education Committee. This Com- 
mittee, with its local organizing group, 
now completing arrangements for 
the forthcoming International Confer- 
ence Educators Blind Youth. 
Educators the blind from all parts 
the world will attend this Conference 
Bussum, Holland, next July, the 
Assembly being composed delega- 
tions both from the more progressive 
countries and less advanced areas. Half 
the estimated costs have been under- 
written the American Foundation 
for Overseas Blind, the balance having 
been donated pledged agencies 
and individuals both sides the At- 
lantic. anticipated that the findings 
this Conference will, for many years 
come, great significance the 
improved operation educational serv- 
ices for the young blind, including those 
preschool age. 

the operation our program 
direct field services have this year 
maintained the trend begun 1950 
which increased proportion 
our aid directed the underdevel- 
oped countries Asia and Africa, with 
corresponding reduction the extent 
our services European countries. 
will noted from the country-by- 
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country résumé which follows that 
the nineteen countries which have been 
extended major service this year, eleven 
lie outside the continent Europe. 
This indication the splendid 
recovery that has been effected Euro- 
pean agencies for the blind during 
recent years. The devastation and dislo- 
cation the war years have, large 
extent, been replaced functioning 
services for the blind which, although 
not yet operating perfectly, require pro- 
gressively decreasing assistance from 


feared that the worsening 
economic conditions now prevailing 
number western European coun- 
tries may slow the momentum this 
improvement, but are nevertheless 
confident that our friends Europe 
now have their most difficult years 
reorganization and 
hind them. 


Field Consultation Services 


During the early months 1951 Dr. 
Helen Keller, accompanied Miss 


This blind native African employed 
workshop the Transvaal Society for the Care 
the Non-European Blind, Roodepoort, Johannesburg, South Africa 
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Polly and Mr. Alfred Allen, 
undertook the request the South 
African Council for the Blind and the 
South African Council for the Deaf, 
25,000 mile tour all the major cities 
and many the smaller townships 
the Union South Africa and South- 
ern Rhodesia. During the course the 
tour Miss Keller was received the 
Prime Minister South Africa, the 
Governor General South Africa, 
senior officials the government, pro- 
vincial governors and civic dignitaries 
seventeen places. She addressed huge 
gatherings anxious partake her 
unrivaled wisdom concerning the spe- 
cial needs the blind and the deaf and 
her practical recommendations concern- 
ing the operation nation-wide pro- 
grams. Important professional advances 
are already being made result 
this historic tour. The success the 
venture has also been reflected 
unprecedented increase the amount 
voluntary financial contributions 
South African agencies for the blind 
both special drives during her stay 
and subsequent fund-raising activ- 
ities. Miss Keller’s personal account 
her journey appeared the January 
issue the NEw OUTLOOK FOR THE 
BLIND, and all who are interested 
the development services for the 
underprivileged blind people the 
world are recommended carefully 
study this article. 

her 72nd year, Miss Keller might 
justifiably rest her laurels and enjoy 
period leisure following the strain 
many years arduous and uninter- 
rupted labors. However, she deter- 
mined personally make the govern- 
ments and people all lands cognizant 
the responsibility that the modern 
civilized nation has toward its blind 
citizens. She therefore proposes the 
Fall 1952 make another long 
journey through the lands Central 
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and South America another epoch- 
making tour under the auspices this 
Foundation. 

July and August 1951, our Ex- 
ecutive Director and members our 
European staff toured Denmark, Nor- 
way, Sweden and Finland. The purpose 
their visit was bring the notice 
agencies and workers for the blind 
all four countries first hand informa- 
tion concerning the latest developments 
United States work for the blind, 
discuss common problems, observe 
and evaluate the benefits that have 
been derived the Scandinavian blind 
from the assistance extended the 
American Foundation for Overseas 
Blind earlier years, and determine 
the scope and nature future needs 
and the extent which this Founda- 
tion could help. The tour was un- 
qualified success and confirmed that 
our past help has been utilized great 
advantage. On-the-spot investigation 
has shown that action should taken 
this Foundation assist with the 
modernization braille printing tech- 
niques Sweden, while other projects 
discussed during the tour are receiving 
further consideration. 

Our European Director, his Adminis- 
trative Assistant and social workers have 
given on-the-spot counsel agencies 
and government officials Italy, Bel- 
gium, Germany and Morocco. Such con- 
tacts and the frank and open discussions 
made possible personal consultation 
are inestimable value, and ensure 
that funds expended this agency will 
bring maximum benefit the greatest 
number individual blind people. 


European Field Office 


July your President and Exec- 
utive Director took part the dedica- 
tory ceremonies the remodeled Phare 
France Building, where our Euro- 
pean Field Office now located. His 


Excellency, the United States Ambas- 
sador France, high officials the 
French Government and outstanding 
citizens France joined with members 
the American colony Paris 
make this event, graciously organized 
and financed Princess Boncompagni, 
outstanding success. The building, 
whose deeds are being transferred 


its renovated condition fitting mon- 
ument the excellent work carried 
out past years that agency, and 
will serve the nerve center our 
future operations throughout Europe 
and the Middle East. The newly con- 
structed workshop allows for the effi- 
cient production apparatus for the 
blind, while our other training, print- 
ing and social services can now function 


The Institution for the Blind, Ilzach, France, almost completely 
demolished during the war, has now been rebuilt with help from the 
American Foundation for Overseas Blind. this picture the Director 
the Institution seen conversing manually with deaf-blind trainee. 
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more adequate surroundings than 
was possible our former building. 

Throughout 1951 have main- 
tained production Braille stereotyp- 
ing machines, braille writers our own 
design, braille desk and pocket slates 
and number recreational items in- 
cluding dominoes and chess sets spe- 
cially manufactured for the blind. Em- 
bossed maps continue produced 
the center which subsidize. 
Indices have already been produced 
French and work proceeding their 
translation into number other 
languages. These maps are being dis- 
tributed schools for the blind all 
parts the world. 

continue receive complimen- 
tary reports the high quality our 
French language braille magazine, “Et 
Lumiere Fut”, which manufac- 
tured Paris and circulated ap- 
countries. The International training 
center for braille music transcription 
has received three new students and 
providing service that much needed 
blind musicians many European 
countries. adjunct the training 
school have produced and circulated 
large quantity braille music, being 
careful not duplicate works that are 
readily obtainable from other sources. 
Our social workers are constantly avail- 
able for assistance individual French 
blind persons who visit our offices with 
wide range personal problems. 
addition, many visitors from other 
countries passing through Paris per- 
sonal official business avail them- 
selves the opportunity discuss the 
problems the blind with experienced 
members our staff. 


Australia 


When Miss Helen Keller visited Aus- 
tralia 1948 she observed that the lack 
national agency effect standardi- 
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zation, promote Federal legislation 
and coordinate the work state 
institutions for the blind was hamper- 
ing the introduction adequate serv- 
ices for blind people. 1950 new 
movement became active Australia, 
its principal aim being the establish- 
ment representative central agency 
for the blind along lines recommended 
Miss Keller. This national move- 
ment has received our encouragement 
and support, and its efforts have al- 
ready been successful the creation 
the Australian National Council for the 
Blind composed representatives 
state institutions and other active agen- 
cies. This Council being urged 
raise voluntary funds and seek govern- 
ment support for national program 
for the rehabilitation the newly 
blind and the introduction selec- 
tive placement service. Equipment spe- 
cially designed adapted for the em- 
ployment blind persons the indus- 
trial, commercial and professional fields 
have been sent Australia for demon- 
stration purposes, and form part 
traveling exhibit being used public 
meetings and among government offi- 
cials and workers for the blind. 

large quantity Talking Books 
have this year been shipped Australia 
restock the Talking Book Library 
the Royal Victorian Institute for the 
Blind which was totally destroyed 
fire towards the end 1950. 


Austria 


The braille printing plant which was 
donated 1950 has now come 
into full production. Sorely needed 
textbooks for schools for the blind have 
been manufactured and distributed. 
representative committee has been set 
select titles books for general 
circulation, and considerable quantities 
these new books have been produced, 
being circulated free charge blind 


readers the National Library. 
magazine periodicals have come into 
regular circulation, one being devoted 
matters professional interest, the 
other containing wide range ar- 
ticles and news items current events. 
both cases the annual subscription 
purely nominal, all production costs 
being met special grant from the 
Austrian Government. The Central 
Union the Blind has been given 
braille watches for distribution either 
free less than cost price deserv- 
ing blind persons, any income thus 
derived being used for the provision 
other social services those partic- 
ular distress. blind lawyer whose 
handicap had threatened end his 
professional career has been enabled 
continue with his work using tape 
machine, the gift this 
Foundation. 


Brazil 


successful has been the develop- 
ment the work the Fundacao para 
Livro Cego Brasil that the 
capacity the braille printing plant, 
established 1948, this year 
proved insufficient for all the 
demands being made it. have 
therefore cooperated with the Kellogg 
Foundation the provision ad- 
ditional stereotyping machine for which 
local operator has been trained. The 
addition this machine the plant 
should allow 50% increase produc- 
tion. Braille instruction being given 
blind people their own homes 
teachers graduated from the regular 
courses operated the Fundacao. Co- 
operation between ourselves 
Kellogg Foundation has also resulted 
the grant study fellowship 
Brazilian social worker who will her 
return home specialize the rehabili- 
tation and placement the blind. She 
has been admitted the New York 


School Social Work and are, 
addition, full schedule 
practical field work covering wide 
range subjects. arrangement with 
the United Nations plan shortly 
admit our Paris music transcriber 
training center Brazilian national 
who will, after training course one 
year, return home introduce the first 
braille music printing service ever 
operate her country. 

considerable quantity braille 
desk slates, arithmetic slates, braille 
writers and games have been shipped 
Brazil for use that country’s three 
schools for blind children. 


Egypt 

During this year three new schools 
for blind children have been opened 
Egypt. school for blind girls operated 
the Government and one for blind 
boys under private Christian auspices 
have been established Cairo, and 
new Government school for blind boys 
Alexandria. Essential equipment for 
all three schools has been supplied 
the American Foundation for Overseas 
Blind, while some additional material 
has been sent supplement earlier 
shipments provided for existing schools. 
Braille watches supplied the Noor 
Society for the Uplift the Blind have 
been distributed, the income from sales 
being used for the production hand 
transcribed braille magazine. 
account has been given earlier this 
report the activities the United 
Nations planning demonstration 
project Egypt and our part those 
negotiations. 


France 


The French Central Committee for 
Blind Workers and the National Com- 
mittee for the Welfare the Blind 
have been given rent free accomodation 
and services our new building. 
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addition, the National Committee has 
enjoyed financial subsidy assist 
its task coordinating the general 
welfare services extended the blind 
France and facilitate the passage 
legislation for the blind. The Na- 
tional Braille Book Publishing Com- 
mittee has been active the manufac- 
ture school textbooks, receiving our 
grant cover production costs all 
books which reach the required stand- 
ards accuracy and printing quality. 
The rehabilitation and vacation center 
for blind war veterans, under the ad- 
ministration the Union the War 
Blind, has been completely renovated 
and re-equipped this year with funds 
have provided. Members our staff 
have visited the center and confirm that 
doing excellent work the read- 
justment blind veterans including 
several from the current Indo-China 
conflict, and providing adequate prepa- 
ration for vocational training and com- 
plete reintegration into the community. 
Braille wrist and pocket watches have 
been distributed blind people 
throughout France, either free 
half cost price, the income from 
such sales being applied other proj- 
ects for the welfare the blind. 


Germany 


Those schools and institutions for 
the blind found still need and 
which had not greatly benefited from 
our earlier gift shipments, 
year been provided with braille type- 
writers and other necessary equipment. 
Organizations representing the war and 
civilian blind have received bulk sup- 
plies braille paper and the two na- 
tional braille printing houses have ob- 
tained supplies printing materials 
which enable them supply all West 
German schools and libraries for the 
blind with braille literature greatly 
reduced cost. shipment technical 
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equipment has been sent the Com- 
mittee for the Blind while food pack- 
ages have been addressed large 
number blind individuals the 
Eastern Zone Germany known the 
Western authorities dire need. 
each case the recipients have been 
advised the American origin their 
gift and delivery has been acknowl- 
edged. 


Greece 


The printing department the 
Lighthouse for the Blind Greece has 
continued receive grants toward its 
operating expenses. Copies the many 
publications manufactured Athens 
have been sent our Library and have 
proven high quality. Braille 
slates and paper for use the rapidly 
expanding national service for the blind 
have also been shipped from our Euro- 
pean headquarters, have quantities 
educational equipment for use the 
School for Blind Children Salonika 
which was established very largely 
result our interest and assistance. 
department for the education the 
this school, and have participated 
joint project for the training 
Greek teacher the blind the spe- 
cial technique imparting instruction 
the deaf-blind. This young lady 
now studying Perkins Institution, 
and was this summer sent 
attend five week’s course the School 
for the Deaf, Halifax, Nova Scotia. 
planned that she will return home 
towards the end 1952 and once 
begin work the organization the 
new department Salonika, where sev- 
eral deaf-blind children have already 
been located. Financial assistance to- 
wards the maintenance cost the new 
department during the first two years 
its operation will provided the 
American Foundation for Overseas 
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Blind, after which anticipated that 
the total expense will covered from 
local resources. 


Haiti 


young blind native Haitian who 
this year completed his training 
work for the blind the United States 
returned his country September 
become director small school for 
the blind Port-Au-Prince, and 
organize special services for the educa- 
tion, training and employment the 
blind throughout the country. have 
undertaken provide the greater pro- 
portion his salary for period two 
years local funds are not available. 
has tackled his difficult task with 
vigor and determination, having already 
organized training courses for teachers 
the young blind and groups vol- 
unteer braille transcribers and instruc- 
tors. His activities have created wide- 
spread interest among the general pub- 
lic and government circles. Although 
yet too early assess the ulti- 
mate success his work, present indi- 
cations lead view the project 
spirit optimism. The school for the 
blind has been fully equipped with 
braille typewriters and slates, arithme- 
tic frames, embossed maps, geometry 
instruments, braille writers, Talking 
Book machines and recreational sup- 
plies. Also, vocational aids have been 
sent for demonstration purposes. 
braille duplicating machine, the gift 
this Foundation, will shortly set 
Haiti and will permit machine pro- 
duction braille books, all earlier 
transcribing having been done hand 
slates and braille writers. 


India 


Schools for blind children Kanpur, 
Palamcottah and Kasaragod have re- 
ceived gift shipments allowing them 
equip their classrooms 


writing appliances, 
geography material and games for leis- 
ure hours. Only minute proportion 
India’s blind population more than 
two million people present re- 
ceiving any service from the govern- 
ment from local private agencies, 
and although the government has now 
ing center for 125 blind students, there 
throughout the sub-continent virtu- 
ally opportunity for newly blind 
adults obtain employment. The po- 
sition particularly critical for blind 
women who are yet excluded even 
from the single government training 
center. have this year supported 
special effort being made their be- 
half South India where small resi- 
dential workshop for blind women has 
been opened. have equipped the 
center with ten weaving looms, this 
trade having proven both suitable 
and lucrative. Drastic measures are nec- 
essary the lot India’s blind people 
years that lie immediately ahead, and 
this problem receiving the special 
consideration your Executive Com- 
mittee common with outstanding 
needs all the underdeveloped areas 
the world. 


Indonesia 


The Institute for the Blind Indo- 
nesia Bandung, which the only 
functioning agency the country, was 
stripped its technical apparatus dur- 
ing the Japanese occupation. have 
this year sent shipment desk and 
pocket slates, arithmetic frames, braille 
paper, recreational equipment and mis- 
cellaneous items. 


The trained teacher the blind sent 
Iran this Foundation 1950 has 
continued her work the moderniza- 
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tion the school for the blind 
Izfahan and the organization teacher 
training courses there. addition, part 
the funds put her disposal have 
been utilized for the local purchase 
materials for the vocational training 
department and cover additional op- 
erating costs caused the admission 
new pupils. The two social workers 
brought this country the Iran 
Foundation following Dr. Farrell’s 1950 
survey Iran have completed their 
studies Perkins, and while one re- 
mains this country for period 
advanced study, the other has returned 
home commence work the organi- 
zation national plan for the edu- 
cation the young blind. are fol- 
lowing the development this work 
with great interest, and hold ourselves 
ready participate the implementa- 
tion Dr. Farrell’s recommendations 
and when the responsibile authorities 
Iran decide ahead with the 
scheme. 


Iraq 


After considerable correspondence 
with the director the Queen Hazima 
Institute for the Blind, the United 
States Information Service Bagdad 
and the leader the Iraqi delegation 
the United Nations, have shipped 
considerable quantity educational 
supplies the Queen Hazima Institute 
and selection professional litera- 
ture which will used the Insti- 
tute’s teacher training program. The 
Government Iraq has undertaken 
put the Institute’s disposal suitable 
building that the school may 
moved from its present quarters where 
sanitary conditions were adjudged 
United States Information Service offi- 
cials totally inadequate. Appli- 
cation has been made for the grant 
study fellowship senior teacher 
the school, and anticipated that 
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this will granted through joint 
project the United Nations and the 
American Foundation for Overseas 
Blind. 


The Government Israel faced 
with considerable problem that 
large numbers blind persons requir- 
ing education, training and other serv- 
ices have been located among the hun- 
dreds thousands former displaced 
persons entering that country from 
Europe. rehabilitation section has 
been set within the Ministry 
Social Welfare, and response their 
request have sent gift shipments 
braille writing machines, desk slates, 
paper, braille literature, Talking Books, 
tools, toys and games. Part this mate- 
rial will used extend the capacity 
the School for Blind Children 
Jerusalem, the rest being utilized the 
organization rehabilitation and train- 
ing services for the adult blind. 
teacher has been brought the United 
States receive special instruction 
the education the young blind, and 
plans establish new school for 
blind children Tel Aviv her re- 
turn Israel. Our advice and practical 
assistance has been sought towards the 
provision Talking Books the He- 
brew and Yiddish languages, and small 
quantities such books are already 
course production. 


Italy 


Services for the education, training 
and employment the blind Italy 
continue make remarkable recovery 
from the dislocation the war years, 
thus allowing gradually reduce 
the quantity our aid. have, never- 
theless, provided useful services the 
shipment printing plates and paper 
for machine braille production the 
National Printing House for the Blind, 
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and for hand transcription the Na- 
tional Library for the Blind. Other 
supplies have been distributed among 
schools for blind children all parts 
the country. 

One the shortcomings Italy’s 
services the blind former years has 
been the lack home teaching serv- 
ice for the newly blind. This year 
have launched, cooperation with the 
United Nations, home teaching dem- 
onstration project and training courses, 
under the supervision experi- 
enced imported consultant. initial 
group fifteen potential home teach- 
ers, many whom are themselves blind, 
are now completing the course theo- 
retical and practical study before re- 
turning their home districts or- 
ganize effective services. The most out- 
standing candidate will granted 
further period observation and ex- 
perience abroad before returning 
Italy direct the national home teach- 
ing service. Another Italian national, 
having completed her studies the 
education blind children 
country, has also been assisted be- 
come qualified home teacher the 
adult blind with view her ultimate 
participation the Italian program. 

young Italian who, despite the ex- 
treme handicap blindness and the 
amputation both hands has become 
qualified lawyer, has been assisted 
obtain and retain employment 
through the gift tape recording 
machine specially adapted for his use. 


Jordan 


the early part 1951 work was 
completed the construction 
braille printing plant Ramallah, the 
gift this Foundation. With the arrival 
the printing plates, paper and book 
binding materials which had also 
supplied, the printing plant, the first 
ever operate the manufacture 


This blind young man, Arab refugee 
from Palestine, now training 
Jordan prior his employment broom- 
maker the workshop the Arab Or- 
ganization for the Welfare the Blind. 


braille literature Arabic, came into 
production. The first consideration 
the operating agency was supply 
schools for the blind Jordan and 
other Arab countries with textbooks. 
These had been required for many 
years, and their availability should now 
allow both for increased efficiency 
instruction and the admission ad- 
ditional pupils. The Jordan Govern- 
ment and the Arab Organization for 
the Welfare the Blind propose 
enter into joint agreement for the 
selection and production literature 
for the adult blind including braille 
magazines which will contain items 
general interest blind readers Jor- 
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dan and the whole surrounding Arab 
area. 

The Arab Organization has received 
shipment tools and materials con- 
signed the end 1950 and has, 
result, been enabled reopen its 
Jerusalem workshops for the training 
and employment the blind. learn 
from independent survey the 
Middle East carried out leading 
worker for the blind from Lebanon 
that the Arab Organization now 
providing full time employment for six- 
teen blind workers and part time em- 
ployment for larger number who op- 
erate their own homes. 


Morocco 


social worker our Paris staff 
visited Morocco this spring provide 
on-the-spot counsel Les Amis des 
Aveugles, local agency providing small 


scale but important services the 


blind. During her stay, new building 
which had been acquired the result 
country-wide fund-raising drive, 
was inaugurated. The American Foun- 
dation for Overseas Blind undertook 
participate joint project for the 
provision vocational equipment and 
other supplies for the new center and 
existing school. have accordingly 
consigned power knitting machines, 
AFOB braille writers, embossed maps, 
braille writing slates and arithmetic 
equipment, recreational and music sup- 
plies and other miscellaneous apparatus. 

The new training center has already 
come into part production, and 
anticipated that additional trainees will 
admitted early 1952. Morocco 
has now accepted the revised Arabic 
braille system recommended the 
UNESCO Conference, the country’s 
existing stock transcribed 
braille literature has become obsolete. 
order assist with the rapid replace- 
ment school textbooks and other pub- 
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lications for adult readers, have 
supplied Les Amis des Aveugles 
braille duplicating machine with suf- 
ficient supply printing plates and 
paper produce 100 copies 
each the most important books. 
hoped that bulk supplies will ob- 
tainable later date either from the 
braille printing plant already opera- 
tion Jordan the plant shortly 
established conjunction with the 
United Nations demonstration project 


Egypt. 


Poland 


the 1st June 1951 the Commit- 
tee for the Blind Poland, which had 
formerly operated 
though being affiliated with this Foun- 
dation, turned over administrative 
responsibility for the operation its 
program, the committee being retained 
sub-committee our Executive. 
During the year, the school for the 
agency staffed and directed Catholic 
sisters, has been assisted through the 
provision vocational materials, food, 
children’s clothing and drugs for the 
school clinic. braille typewriter has 
also been shipped for the use Polish 
war veteran. 


Saar 


Further supplies braille plates and 
paper have been shipped the Saar 
service the braille duplicating machine 
earlier donated the School for the 
Blind. large quantity braille 
watches have been sent the Saarland 
Union the Blind for free distribution 
among those greatest need. Other 
blind persons able meet part the 
cost have been allowed so, the 
income derived being used for the 
operation other welfare services 
the Saar. 
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Yugoslavia 


Fresh contact has been made this year 
with the Central Union the Blind 
Yugoslavia, government recognized 
agency providing nation-wide service 
the blind. This organization, which 
has grown from small committee set 
has become enthusiastic member 
the World Council for the Welfare 
the Blind, and has sought considerable 
advice and guidance from the American 


Foundation for Overseas Blind. The 
braille printing plant which set 
1947 cooperation with the United 
Nations continues work full pres- 
sure, and have shipped large quan- 
tities zinc printing plates and paper 
that the work may proceed. Addi- 
tional consignments technical appa- 
ratus and professional literature are 
now being prepared for early shipment, 
and should provide means for the gen- 
eral improvement and modernization 
existing services being provided. 


Public Assistance Worker 


THE PHILADELPHIA County Board 
Assistance assumes responsibility for 
five categories public aid, which 
one the Pension Fund for the Blind. 
The Blind Pensioners, together with 
blind persons the other categories 
assistance, constitute the largest blind 
group served any single agency 
the county. This fact itself offers the 
opportunity our staff workers de- 
velop special skills and offer services 
based knowledge resources avail- 
able within the agency and the com- 
munity. agency resource found only 
ant the visually handicapped, where 
accessible any staff member 
recipient. Also unusual Philadelphia 
the fact that there are the visiting 
staff this public assistance agency 
five blind workers who, although they 
have seeing persons their caseloads, 
work primarily with blind clients. 
assuming responsibility toward 
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more than 2500 blind Philadelphians, 
our staff mindful the state public 
assistance law which directs as- 
sistance shall administered such 
way and manner encourage self- 
respect, self-dependency, and the desire 
good citizen and useful so- 
ciety.” 

The determination eligibility for 
any type assistance case work 
process, essential part which 
the establishment relationship be- 
tween the worker and the applicant. 
The trained worker understands that 
people differ with respect personal- 
ity, cultural background and mental 
equipment, and accepts them they 
are. But when the applicant blind, 
the interviewer needs exceptional skill 
conducting the interview. cannot 
rely facial expressions gestures 
reinforce the meaning his words, but 
must convey his voice alone the con- 
cern and interest that feels the 
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applicant. must able convince 
the blind person his willingness 
help, even though financial aid may 
refused. The help offered may re- 
ferral some other agency better 
suited assist the particular prob- 
lem, perhaps just the opportunity 
talk over difficulties which seemed in- 
surmountable until shared with sym- 
pathetic listener. any case, the appli- 
cant, whether accepted rejected for 
financial assistance, must leave the in- 
terview feeling that his problems have 
been the total concern the worker, 
and that has been given much 
help possible within the capacities 
the interviewer and the limitations 
the agency. 

order give blind person this 
assurance, the worker needs even more 
than warmth and interviewing skill. 
must recognize that while one blind 
man differs from another the very 
same ways which seeing persons vary, 
the blind man also different from the 
seeing man because his visual im- 
pairment. The worker must know 
psychological, practical and economic 
terms, the significance the loss one 
the senses. Study historical devel- 
opments work with the blind con- 
tributes this knowledge. should 
have working acquaintance with eye 
diseases that the client not 
under care ophthalmologist such 
referral should made the earliest 
possible time. Almost three-quarters 
our number need never have become 
blind had early eye care been provided. 
must know his community terms 
the services offered blind people. 

discussing more specifically the 
services which should made avail- 
able blind persons, may consider 
the impact blindness upon persons 
different ages. 

First, the pre-school child. Children 
who are blind from birth who lose 
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sight early age have visual 
memories, color imagery and little 
spatial perception. Not all parents have 
insight into the problems which blind- 
ness thus creates for children, and many 
need help establishing constructive 
relationship. There danger that the 
emotional impact the child’s blind- 
ness may cause parents overprotect 
and spoil the child, or, the other ex- 
treme, reject him. Parents may un- 
wise the selection toys, way 
amusement, methods they employ. 
all these areas and many more, 
the social worker may very helpful, 
and help surely needed this time 
since the pre-school years are vital 
the development character and per- 
sonality and the habits living 
which will make mar the adult life 
the child. this task the worker 
seeks the guidance teacher the 
field early childhood education 
the blind. 

When the child reaches school age 
our state, may enter residential 
school specially organized for the blind. 
These schools are excellently equipped 
and skillfully supervised. There are 
children, however, who may suffer from 
being removed, even temporarily, from 
their families and from the community 
time when family ties and com- 
panionship seeing children are 
important. some other states, while 
number children are placed res- 
idential schools for the blind, others 
attend regular day classes public 
schools, with special classes for the 
blind. Special advantages are offered 
each type school. 

interesting that although schools 
for the blind constitute one the old- 
est and best established services for the 
blind, they did not until comparatively 
recently prepare their students 
back live and work the com- 
munity large, nor did they prepare 
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many students for higher education. 
example the current trend, the 
Overbrook School for the Blind has 
developed course adult education 
for students about enter professions. 
Nine recipients pensions for the 
blind our county are enrolled this 
course and receive most their aca- 
demic training the University 
Pennsylvania order equip them 
for home teaching, vocational coun- 
seling, social work. The investment 
these young people should yield re- 
warding dividends their independ- 
ence and service others. 

Until the early part the century 
the atmosphere schools for the blind 
was generally overprotective. The edu- 
cation offered became almost end 
itself because training for 
ment was limited. the last thirty- 
five years so, training the blind 
has widened scope and proficiency 
based the knowledge that the blind 
can perform infinite number 
jobs well the seeing. The effect 
this shift training has had 
found influence the blind student. 
Instead desire prolong his 
school life and fear returning 
empty existence the community, 
now leaves with confidence and the 
knowledge that may, accordance 
with his individual abilities and de- 
sires, lead independent and produc- 
tive life. 

When individual becomes blinded 
during his adult life, the physical limi- 
tations are the same those experi- 
enced the blind child, but the frus- 
trations which experiences are quite 
different. Emotional shock and feel- 
ing hopelessness are frequent reac- 
tions new handicap, which are 
absent when handicap has been long 
familiar. The newly blinded adult 
usually needs skilled case work help 
him over his first hurdle. 


Even though adult may have ac- 
cepted the reality his blindness, 
may suffer further frustration from the 
change which experiences status 
his home and his community. For 
example, the husband who has always 
been the wage earner may have ac- 
cept help from his wife, and outside 
sources well. The wife, who has al- 
ways prided herself well-run home, 
suddenly may have turn her chil- 
dren for help. Or, parent may sense 
the resentment the seeing members 
the family who have had assume 
stances the social worker has vital role 
play endeavoring restore health- 
ful family relationships, which will in- 
volve working intensively with the 
seeing members the family with 
the blind person. finds that family 
problems exist which are too deep- 
seated for him meet, will aware 
the desirability enlisting psychi- 
atric consultation. 

times the newly blinded adult 
may able use the services 
adjustment center, where lives for 
while away from home group set- 
ting. These centers, which 
creased number since the last war, 
are helpful where constructive coopera- 
tion the part the family difficult 
obtain, where for any other reason 
felt that temporary period away 
from home may facilitate re-orienta- 
tion. 

addition those resources have 
mentioned, the community has many 
others offer. shall not dwell upon 
these since they are, know, familiar 
all you. They include home teaching 
services, psychological testing, counsel- 
ing, vocational training, and placement 
professions, competitive industries, 
and subsidized workshops. 

There remains one group blind 
persons discuss—the aged blind. 
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some respects, this the most ignored 
group the blind, not only because 
they are handicapped, but because all 
aged our present civilization are too 
little understood and accepted. There 
growing awareness our need 
know much more about the problems 
aging and re-evaluate the position 
the aged our social and economic 
structure. Since most the blind are 
this age group—more 
thirds Philadelphia County being 
over since the proportion 
the aged the general population 
increasing rapidly, the social worker 
more services for this group. rec- 
ognizes that many aged blind persons 
are anxious and able discharge 
highly important social obligations, 
continue employment, act 
homemakers. Others, who are home- 
bound, welcome contacts with the out- 
side world which come from volun- 


teer visitor, while for still others com- 
munity social club invitation 
wider life. 

believe that have highlighted the 
direct services which feel are most 
important. There are wider areas 
which the worker with the blind can 
also play part. should mem- 
ber team, along with the psycholo- 
gist, psychiatrist, physician, teacher, and 
others, working toward the prevention 
blindness, toward better 
standing the blind with multiple 
disabilities, toward more informed 
community attitudes. Above all, how- 
ever, believe that the social worker 
must have feeling responsibility 
for the blind individuals that comes 
with deep concern for people, sincere 
interest their welfare, and belief 
the capacity the blind make val- 
uable contributions the society 
which they are integral part. 


state legislatures held ses- 
sions 1951. large number bills 
which some way affected blind per- 
sons were introduced into the various 
legislatures. usually the case, many 
bills were not acted upon and few 
those passed were vetoed. While 
would both interesting and valuable 
discuss all these bills, this paper 
shall limit ourselves those bills 
which actually became law 
For the sake brevity, shall not 
discuss appropriation bills which merely 
allocate funds for financing existing 
programs. 
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Financial Aid the Blind 

The largest number new laws 
concerned with financial aid the 
blind. significant group concerned 
with the exemption the first fifty 
dollars blind person’s earned 
monthly income determining need 
for financial aid the blind. 1950 
amendment the Federal Social Secu- 
rity Act permits the states grant this 
exemption prior July 1952, after 
which time such action will become 
mandatory. date, have received 
copies laws from thirty states which 
have granted this exemption. This 


number includes California, whose Wel- 
fare and Institutions Code already con- 
tains provision for the exemption 
earned income become operative 
soon authorized Federal law 
regulation. most cases, exemption 
fifty dollars was stated specifically, 
but the Montana and Indiana laws pro- 
vided for automatic compliance with 
such changes the amount exemp- 
tion may authorized future 
Federal laws. 

states have increased the max- 
imum monthly amount payable under 
the aid the blind program. Florida 
and Vermont have raised the maximum 
fifty dollars, Nevada forty dollars, 
and Arizona eighty dollars. 
which has variable maximum pegged 
the Common Price Index for Moder- 
ate Income Families, has allowed ten 
per cent increase the standards 
effect July 1951, which food, 
clothing incidents are 
based. Massachusetts has introduced 
novel feature allowing monthly 
payment four dollars above the 
actual amount aid for incidental 
expenses arising from blindness. 

Very few states made drastic changes 
eligibility requirements 1951. Ari- 
zona passed law making citizenship 
requirement. When this provision 
put into operation will undoubtedly 
remove sizable number recipients 
from the Arizona list, but the measure 
does not seem have been put into 
operation yet. 

Michigan has abandoned the old 
formula five out the last nine 
years residency favor reciprocal 
agreement policy. Florida now allows 
blind child with year’s prior residence 
receive aid, or, the child born 
parents who have been residents the 
state for one year prior the birth 
the child, also eligible. 

Missouri, Minnesota and Arizona 


have made changes property allow- 
ance for recipients aid the blind. 
Missouri, property not excess 
$10,000 may owned recipient. 
Minnesota, the first $500 are disre- 
garded estimating the value prop- 
erty owned. Arizona, recipient may 
own land and house used res- 
idence valued $8,000. 

The number states which have 
passed laws allowing optometrists 
well doctors specializing diseases 
the eye certify blindness seems 
indicate trend which workers our 
field will want consider. have 
hand copies laws from seventeen 
states which now allow optometrists 
certify blindness. These are: Arkansas, 
Colorado, California, Delaware, Idaho, 
Illinois, Indiana, Maine, Minnesota, 
Montana, New Hampshire, North Car- 
olina, North Dakota, Ohio, Oregon, 
Texas, and Washington. 

number interesting laws which 
are concerned with aid the blind but 
which are primarily administrative 
nature have been passed 1951. 
Florida new law allows for the photo- 
similar photographic process. After 
being checked thoroughly the original 
records may destroyed all cases 
where this not conflict with Fed- 
eral statutes. ‘The purpose this law 
save valuable storage space. Cal- 
ifornia, any case record inactive for five 
years may destroyed. Also Cal- 
ifornia, the counties must adopt uni- 
form method field procedure, and all 
applications for aid the blind must 
processed within ninety days. the 
processing takes longer than ninety 
days, monthly payments are retroactive. 
Further, any county with least 250 
maintain separate bureau 
for the blind. 

state legislature set into motion legal 
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battle which had not been definitely 
settled 1951 came close. The 
legislature that state early the year 
wrote into the welfare law require- 
ment that all public assistance lists 
open for public inspection. This was 
contrary provisions the Social 
Security Act, and the Federal Security 
Agency withheld Federal funds from In- 
diana. Immediately action was started 
Congress rescind this provision 
the Social Security Act. While oppo- 
nents this amendment, which would 
open the public assistance lists pub- 
lic inspection, were prepared for public 
hearings, rider was attached the 
tax bill (introduced Indiana’s Sen- 
ator William Jenner) rescinding the 
confidentiality provision the Social 
Security Act. the Federal law now 
stands, any state can pass 
mitting public inspection public 
assistance lists and still qualify for Fed- 
eral funds. The Indiana state legisla- 
ture, which had been recalled spe- 
cial session attempt untangle the 
financial situation produced the 
withholding Federal funds, dissolved 
without taking further action this 
question, and the law repealing confi- 
dentiality remains effect. this 
writing not know with certainty 
how many states have taken advantage 
the Jenner amendment but several 
Alabama, 
and Georgia—already had laws which 
allowed public inspection welfare 
lists, and when Federal funds were 
not endangered. our understand- 
ing that several other states now have 
such laws pending. noteworthy 
that two states—California and Mon- 
tana—took specific action against pub- 
lication welfare lists for other than 
administrative purposes. Montana went 
use welfare lists for any purpose not 
directly connected with the administra- 
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tion the program. Confidentiality 
principle for which social workers 
have fought long and strenuous battles, 
and almost certain that the issue 
will not allowed remain now 
stands. uncertain whether the 
major activity this question will 
take place Congress the state 
legislatures during 1952 and 1953. 
any rate, this question extreme 
importance workers for the blind 
and one worthy serious study. 


State Programs 


Arizona, Alabama, and Florida have 
made extensive organizational changes 
their welfare programs. Arizona 
the reorganization took the form 
the creation combined Department 
Health, Welfare and Correction. ‘The 
primary reason for this reorganization 
was desire for economy. this writ- 
ing, have been informed that 
steps have yet been taken toward 
implementing the law. Florida 
State Department Public Welfare 
was created. Under the new setup the 
Florida Council for the Blind con- 
tinues function independent 
governing board. 

The Division for the Blind Massa- 
chusetts was the subject considerable 
reorganization. number separate 
bureaus have been created concern 
themselves with specific areas work, 
Bureau Medical Care, Bureau 
Individual Services, and Bureau 
Research. The new law explicitly states 
further that the Director the Divi- 
sion for the Blind shall have charge 
the administration and enforcement 
all laws which the duty the 
Division administer and enforce. 
advisory board shall exercise advisory 
powers only. 

Georgia, Senate Bill Number 
was approved providing statutory 
basis for program vocational re- 
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habilitation, but this act has not yet 
been implemented. 

Two laws concerning the employ- 
ment blind persons under the “Merit 
were passed Maryland. 
new section was added Chapter 104 
which states that the Employment 
Commissioner shail “extend suitable 
assistance during any examination 
any person who, reason blindness 
other physical handicap, unable 
read the examination otherwise 
comply with mechanical proce- 
dural requirements the examination, 
such requirements not the 
substance the examination and 
would not necessary the position 
for which the examination 
held.” Chapter the Maryland Code 
was amended the insertion new 
section (5B) which states part that 
“the commissioner authorized and 
empowered prepare, without exami- 
nation, special lists eligibles per- 
sons certified the Division Voca- 
tional Rehabilitation the State 
Department Education phy- 
sically capable and adequately trained 
qualify for position the Classi- 
fied Service.” 

Also Maryland, House Resolution 
Number was passed which requested 
the State Employment Commissioner 
“establish separate employment classifi- 
cation for dictaphone typists.” ‘This 
resolution intended make possi- 
ble for blind persons trained dicta- 
phone typing qualify for the exami- 
nation for such jobs. 

Section Chapter 159 the 
General Laws Massachusetts has been 
amended. Under the new law common 
carriers may transport between points 
within the state blind person regis- 
tered with the Division the Blind 
and accompanied guide. re- 
mains for each line decide whether 
not they will extend this privilege. 


Education 


Aside from appropriations con- 
tinue the program their respective 
schools, several states have passed in- 
teresting laws the field education. 
Minnesota allows any school district 
with actual attendance five 
more blind children apply for the 
creation special classes the public 
schools. petition the parents 
eight more blind children makes the 
creation such special classes manda- 
tory. act the Ohio legislature 
makes possible for the Ohio State 
School for the Blind either accept 
deaf-blind students for training pay 
the expenses necessary for their educa- 
tion suitable institution wherever 
situated. Georgia has created School 
Building Authority for the Deaf and 
Blind. The name the School 
for the Blind has been legally changed 
the Iowa Braille and Sight-Saving 
School. North Dakota 
tional amendment makes possible 
for the State School for the Blind 
moved any new location which 
the Director feels most favorable 
all students. The California legislature 
has increased the maximum amount 
payable for reader service regularly 
matriculated blind college students. 
Under the new law undergraduate 
may now receive for this purpose 
$750, and graduate student $goo. 


White Cane Legislation 


New Mexica, Ohio, Pennsylvania, 
‘Tennessee, ‘Texas, West Virginia, and 
Wyoming passed white cane laws during 
1951. This brings the total states 
having such legislation forty-five. 
this writing, the only states without 
white cane law are Arizona, Louisi- 
ana, and New York. 
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Fishing Licenses 

According new amendment the 
charge for hunting, trapping, 
ing license has been increased Massa- 


new Hampshire legislature has rewrit- 
ten the law concerning free fishing 
licenses read, licenses may 
issued, without charge, resident 


chusetts, but blind person may receive 
fishing license without charge. The 


special interest administrators 
and teachers engaged the education 
blind children the conference 
the International Council for Excep- 
tional Children take place the 
Hotel Fontenelle, Omaha, Nebraska, 
April 29-May 

Saturday afternoon, May 
special sectional meeting will held 
study the existing training facilities 
for the preparation teachers blind 
children the United States. should 
value those who are interested 
this type professional training. 
The participants this symposium 
have been drawn from all the schools 
offering special curriculum 
area. Their discussion the existing 
programs and the problems involved 
providing training should point the 
way future improvements 
field education offering informa- 
tion value the existing schools 
and classes throughout the country and 
colleges and universities wishing 
develop such programs. 

The speakers will be: 


Dr. Paul Eiserer, Head Department 
Special Education—Teachers College, 
Columbia University, 

New York, 
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MEETING INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL FOR EXCEPTIONAL 
CHILDREN 


blind persons, but hunting licenses 
shall issued blind persons.” 


Mr. Leo Flood, Superintendent, 
Illinois School for the Blind, 
Jacksonville, 


Dr. Elena Gall, Coordinator, 
Department Special Education, 
Hunter College, 

New York, 


Mrs. Florence Henderson, 
Assistant Professor Education, 
San Francisco State College, 
San Francisco, Calif. 


Miss Geraldine Scholl, 
Elementary Supervisor, 
Michigan School for the Blind, 
Lansing, Mich. 


Mr. Wallace Snyder, 

Assistant Superintendent, 
State Department Education 
Salem, Oregon 


Mr. Edward Waterhouse, 
Director 

Massachusetts School for the Blind, 
Watertown, Mass. 


School administrators teachers 
are urged present this meeting. 
The larger the attendance and the more 
diversified the opinions, the greater 
will its contribution progress. 


53° 


le 
r 
- 
r 
oO 
O 
e 
e : 
O 
2S 


the past few weeks more and 
more countries have begun plan 
more and more activities which are de- 
signed commemorate the anni- 
versary the year which Louis 
Braille died. Throughout 1952 there 
grams which will repeatedly bring be- 
fore the people the world the story 
the life and work the man whom 
Helen Keller has called “Lightbearer 

This periodical will devote more at- 
tention the full story the 1952 
centennial observance later issues. 

One feature the year’s commemor- 
ative exercises the American side 
should reported now. According 
announcement officials the 
American Foundation for the Blind 
and the American Foundation for Over- 
seas Blind, these two sister agencies 
have launched upon campaign 
public education about the importance 
Louis Braille’s contribution 
ciety. High-lighting the campaign will 
the issuance within the next few 
weeks especially designed Louis 
Braille centennial commemorative 
seal. The distribution the seals will 
made both individuals and groups 
all over the United States, and local 
agencies who wish utilize the seal 
their own local public relations pro- 
grams will able procure them 
from the Foundation. 
plained that this not fund raising 
campaign, and not the present in- 
tention the Foundation 
stamps seals fund raising “gim- 
micks” subsequent years. 


Commemorating 


The face the Louis Braille stamp 
does not carry the name the Founda- 
tion nor any other agency. The Foun- 
dation also has stated that any net 
revenue should result from the distri- 
bution the seals, this incidental net 
income will earmarked for use 
one two general ways—the establish- 
ment braille printing plants for- 
eign countries where they not now 
exist, the promotion further tech- 
nical research for the improvement 
braille printing methods America. 


MRS. ALLEN DIES 


Mrs. Katharine Gibbs Allen, eighty- 
seven, former teacher the Perkins 
Institution for the Blind, and widow 
Dr. Edward Allen, former prin- 
cipal that school and the Pennsyl- 
vania School for the Blind, died 
January the Cranford Hall nurs- 
ing home New Jersey. 

Born Westfield, Mass., Nov. 21, 
1864, Mrs. Allen was graduate Cor- 
nell University. She taught school 
Adams, Mass., and then became 
teacher Perkins Institution, where 
Dr. Allen was also teaching. They were 
married 

Dr. Allen, one the major figures 
the modern development educa- 
tion the blind America, died 
1950. 

Surviving daughter, Mrs. Per- 
cival Davis, and son, Edward 
Allen, Jr. 
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Courses 


STUDENTs who are examining the bul- 
letins institutions offering training 
courses for personnel who will work 
with blind people should guided 
definite principles, according The 
American Foundation For The Blind. 
There are certain types training 
courses which should available 
many college and university campuses 
which are important the training 
teachers blind children; there are 
certain courses which are equally neces- 
sary for those persons who are pre- 
paring themselves become workers 
with the adult blind. The offerings 
should indicate the prospective stu- 
dent that the college university 
sufficient scope give student 
broad enough educational opportunity 
for his future preparation become 
either teacher blind children 
worker with the adult blind. pros- 
pective students look through the bul- 
letins from such institutions, the Foun- 
dation feels that they should find the 
following courses offered: 

There should course the 
physiology and pathology the eye. 
the case those who would work with 
the adult blind, this course might well 
slanted toward the social implica- 
tions such conditions. 

There should course dealing 
with the exceptional atypical child. 
This would valuable regular pub- 
lic teachers well teachers 
blind children. 

There should course the 
methods teaching braille for instruc- 
tors blind children. The mastery 
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braille code can obtained 
through other schools organizations. 

There should course ob- 
servation and directed student teach- 
ing offered natural situation with 
blind children and taught well- 
trained teacher under qualified super- 
vision. 

Following résumé information 
have been able obtain regard 
courses offered. some cases not all 
these are taught any one session 
year, 


Catholic University America, Wash- 
ington, 

teachers sight saving classes and 
teachers braille classes—June 
August 1952. This will held dur- 
ing the regular summer session. the 
summer 1952, religious orders 
from Dioceses were represented 
this very important course; also many 
lay persons. 

Subjects Covered: Special Methods 
Teaching Sight Saving Classes; Special 
Methods Teaching Braille Classes: 
Psychology the Physically Handi- 
capped; Emotional, Social and Voca- 
tional Adjustment the Blind; The 
Eye and Eye Conditions; Braille Tech- 
nique; Reading and Writing; History 
the Education the Blind and the 
Partially Seeing; Lectures Ophthal- 
mologist; Clinic Children’s Hospital; 
Observation and Practice Teaching 
Class—and many other features. 

Address correspondence Dr. Roy 
Deferrari, Director the Summer 
Session. 


Hampton Institute, Hampton, Va., 
cooperation with the American Foun- 
dation for the Blind. 

Six-week summer session. 

Offerings—the atypical child 
anatomy, physiology and pathology 
the eye (2), the psychology blindness 
(2), history and development the 
education the blind (2), general 
problems the education the blind 
(2), essentials the administration 
schools for the blind (2), workshop 
the visually handicapped kinder- 
garten-primary curriculum and meth- 
ods for blind pupils (2), teaching meth- 
ods for the blind the elementary 
grades (2), teaching methods the 
higher grades schools for the blind 
(2), special techniques and appliances 
used teaching the blind, and 
seminar special education di- 
rected observation and practice teach- 
ing (2). 

Address correspondence Dr. 
Potts, Consultant Education, Amer- 
ican Foundation for the Blind, West 
16th Street, New York 11, 


Hunter College the City New 
York, 695 Park Avenue, New York 21, 
Y., cooperation with the New 
York Institute for the Education the 
Blind. 

Regular session. 

Offerings—problems and practices 
the education the physically handi- 
capped (2), principles and methods 
teaching the blind (4), theory and tech- 
nique reading and writing Standard 
English Braille, Grade (4), anatomy, 
physiology and hygiene the eye 
relation sight conservation classes 
(2), observation and student teaching 
the physically handicapped, area 
the blind 

Philip Curoe, Chairman, Depart- 
ment Education. 


MacMurray College, Jacksonville, 
nois, cooperation with the Illinois 
School for the Blind. 

Regular session. 

Offerings—principles education 
the blind the study braille (6), 
vocations for the blind (4), practice 
teaching (6). The offering any 
course contingent upon the enroll- 
ment least six students. 

Address correspondence Dr. Wen- 
dell Dysinger, Dean the College. 


Michigan State College, Lansing, Mich- 

Regular session (first semester). 

Offerings—educational provisions for 
the blind braille and braille meth- 
ods (3), typewriting for the blind 
directed teaching blind children, 
and (4) and (4). 

Address correspondence Mr. Wal- 
lace Finch, Superintendent, Mich- 
igan School for the Blind, Lansing, 
Michigan. 


Perkins Institution and Massachusetts 
School for the Blind, Watertown 72, 
Mass., cooperation with Harvard 
University. 

Regular session. 

Offerings—principles 
the education the blind (4), spe- 
cial methods and apprenticeship (4), 
individual instruction, field work re- 
search. 

Address correspondence Edward 
Waterhouse, Director. 


San Francisco State College, San Fran- 
cisco California. 

Year round. 

Regular session offerings—the blind 
society (2), advanced problems the 
visually handicapped (2), education 
and methods teaching blind children 
(4), the teaching braille (2), practice 
teaching (1-5). 
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Summer offerings—physiology and 
hygiene the eye (2), education and 
methods teaching blind children (4), 
clinical practice with visually handi- 
capped children (1-4). 

Summer Institute (July 14-25) 
cooperation with the American Foun- 
dation for the Blind. Ten forenoon 
general sessions which authorities 
work for the blind discuss various prob- 
lems. These will followed ten 
afternoon sectional work sessions (2). 

Address correspondence Dr. Leo 
Cain, Director Special Education. 


Willamette University, Salem, Oregon, 
cooperation with the Oregon School 
for the Blind. 

Regular session. 

Offering—methods teaching the 
blind and partially sighted (6). 

Dr. 
George Martin, Head the Educa- 
tion Department and Director Grad- 
uate Study. 


Teachers College, Columbia Univer- 
sity, New York, 

Year round. 

Regular session offerings—psychology 
the physically handicapped 
psychological aspects blindness (2), 
the eye and eye conditions (2), special 
methods teaching the blind (4), cur- 
rent problems the welfare 
habilitation the blind (2-3), tech- 
nique braille reading and writing 
(4), observation and student teaching 
the blind (2-6). 

Summer offerings—the eye and eye 
conditions (2), technique braille 
reading and writing (2). 

Address correspondence Prof. Paul 
Eiserer, Acting Head, Department 
Special Education. 


Overbrook School for the Blind, Phila- 
delphia 31, Pa., cooperation with the 
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University Pennsylvania. 

Courses for workers with the adult 
blind. 

Regular session. 

Offerings—history and philosophy 
work with the blind (2), diseases the 
eye and their social implications (2), 
social casework approach problems 
work with the blind (2), medical- 
social information (2), arts and crafts 
(10), field work (10), practice teaching 
4). 
Address correspondence Josef 
Cauffman, Principal. 


General Information 


carrying through its policy re- 
gional planning for professional train- 
ing courses based the needs the 
field, the American Foundation for the 
Blind makes the following additional 
announcements concerning 
courses: 

Due administrative changes 
concerning the summer session 
Hampton Institute, the course will not 
offered there after the summer 
1952. 

Complete information the Sum- 
mer Institute conducted jointly 
the American Foundation for the 
Blind and San Francisco State College 
will carried future issue the 
New Outlook and also special an- 
nouncement bulletin which will 
available from either the sponsoring 
organizations. 

accordance with the announce- 
ment made the Foundation the 
agencies for the blind May, 1951, the 
courses for workers with the adult 
blind will not offered during the 
summer 1952. The American Foun- 
dation for the Blind has new and flex- 
ible arrangement with the University 
Michigan which will make pos- 
sible offer similar course future 
summers and also offer shorter, more 


intensive courses during the school year 
for workers desiring highly specialized 
instruction. These courses will estab- 
lished reflect the expressed needs 
the field. 

The courses for training teachers 
deaf-blind children which have been 
offered Michigan State Normal Col- 
lege Ypsilanti will not conducted 
during the coming summer. This 
largely due the fact that authorities 
the field are expressing preference 
for giving such training school- 
year basis those schools that are 
already conducting satisfactory 
grams for deaf-blind children. The 


Why 


Why membership the American 
Association Workers for the Blind? 
That the question that any one 
more than seven hundred members 
could ask themselves and they probably 
answer many ways. 

the Membership Committee 
the American Association Work- 
ers for the Blind must have several 
answers this specific question—an- 
swers with many sound reasons. Persons 
the Membership Committee when 
soliciting membership are glad 
explain some the benefits. Yet 
probably are guilty any one not 
advertising our Association widely 
enough among professional workers. 

were ask: “Why membership 
the American Medical Association 
the American Bar Association?” 
know that the answer would that the 


Foundation Consultant Services for 
the Deaf-Blind presently exploring 
the possibilities for instituting such 
training beginning with the school year 
September, 1952. 

Plans are already under way for 
summer courses for teachers the 
young blind 1953. The authorities 
George Peabody College for ‘Teachers 
and Tennessee Agricultural and In- 
dustrial State Teachers College—both 
Nashville—are working with the 
American Foundation for the Blind 
developing these courses which will 
announced more definitely early the 
fall 1952. 


the AAWB 


HULEN WALKER 


sions could hardly enjoy the full privi- 
leges and benefits their professions 
without the membership which they 
religiously cherish. The same would 
true membership the professional 
association workers for the blind. 

should think back the days 
before the founding the Association 
when the few agencies for the blind 
with professional workers had little 
contact with each other, but were 
struggling render service their 
respective localities without the assist- 
ance national resources. one pro- 
fessional worker with the blind, per- 
sonally cherish membership the 
American Association Workers for 
the Blind the following reasons: 

Through membership re- 
ceive subscription The New Out- 
look, the only professional magazine 
work for the blind. This alone, 
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opinion, should interest anyone 
who work for the blind become 
member. 

receive printed copy the 
Convention Proceedings which find 
tion many subjects. The informa- 
tion contained this volume not 
prepared theorists but field 
workers like myself actually engaged 
the type work about which they 
write and speak. 

supporting the American As- 
sociation Workers for the Blind with 
our membership maintain voice 
promoting the necessary legislation 
expand services our blind popu- 
lation—a very important function 
any professional organization. 

Through the discussion and ex- 
change information our Association 
has been able set personnel stand- 
ards many phases our work and 
can continue so. 

Membership the AAWB en- 
titles the member attend the annual 
convention which provides educational 
and inspirational 
available any other kindred organi- 
zation the country. The 1952 con- 
vention the AAWB 
will meet intimate relationship with 
the American Association Instructors 
the Blind (blind children). Attend- 
ance that single convention will 
worth many times the membership fee 
all those members who find pos- 
sible Louisville, Kentucky, 
next summer when the two associations 
will join hands for that occasion. 

The preceding five reasons for mem- 
bership are adequate, our estimation, 
justify the maintenance your 
membership without considering the 
personal benefits mentioned first. 
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not consider that the fore- 
going paragraphs are all the reasons 
why should maintain our member- 
ship—the reasons are too numerous 
publish one article. can, how- 
ever, set forth few goals which 
hope attain. 

Our membership has doubled the 
past ten years. This increase com- 
mendable, but not enough. 
probably have many three thou- 
sand full time workers the field 
today with less than fourth maintain- 
ing membership the professional 
association. have been able 
much the way raising standards 
and expanding services working 
believe that have only begun and 
that much more can expected when 
grow the point that can 
maintain our own national headquar- 
ters and full time representative. 

Our Association resembles federa- 
tion groups with specific interests, 
and can therefore point with pride 
the fact that regardless the special- 
ization, person interested work for 
the blind will find group with like 
interests our Association. 

Note the gains made groups such 
the labor organizations when they 
form federation. can take page 
from their book and believe that 
too can march forward unified pro- 
fessional Association, commanding rec- 
ognition for our programs support 
the American Association Workers 
for the Blind with one hundred per 
cent membership, from our many 
agency personnel throughout the coun- 
try, from Board members private 
agencies through the ranks clerical 
personnel interested volunteer 
workers. 
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This department New Outlook 
service readers who wish publish 
notices positions open for application 
well those who are seeking employ- 
ment the field work for the blind 
deaf-blind. charge made and 
will print many space will permit. 
The publishers not vouch for state- 
ments advertisers. 

also will print without charge 
miscellaneous notices interest pro- 
fessional workers which are non- 
commercial nature. All other advertising 
will accepted advertising rates 
which are available request. 

Address all correspondence to: New 
Outlook for the Blind, West 
Street, New York 11, 


BLIND MAN 35, now home teacher with 
State agency, desirous making contact 
with some private agency work for the blind 
with view possible employment. Has had 
years experience home teacher and 
social case-worker; college semester hours 
inclusive; about hours social studies; 
holds Class certificate from the American 
Association Workers for the Blind; several 
years’ experience salesman and organizer 
sales projects. Could travel around without 
the assistance guide service there were not 
too much rural contacting involved. References 
gladly submitted. Write New Outlook for 
the Blind, Classified Dept. 


Boys and Girls Week this year 
from April May Schools for the 
blind, together with all other schools 
and local community organizations, 
many cases observe this week’s empha- 
sis various activities that appeal 
youth. The various days’ emphases are: 
Citizenship; Church; School; Family; 
Careers; Health and Safety; Interna- 
tional Understanding; 
Plans are under way for 
broadcast for this opening highlight. 
Rotary International sponsoring this 
Week, and anyone interested further 
information may contact the local Ro- 
tary Clubs. 


The Office Education an- 
nounces has press Bulletin en- 
titled: School Housing for Physically 
Handicapped Children. Administrators, 
board members and legislators will 
interested. Office Education publica- 
tions should ordered from Superin- 


tendent Documents, Washington 25, 
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